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II. Vocation as the Setting for Sanctification 

Therefore notice this and differentiate between the freedom existing in your relation to God and the freedom 
existing in your relation to your neighbor. In the former this freedom is present, in the latter it is not, and 

for this reason: God gives you this freedom only in the things that are yours, not in what is your 
neighbor’s. Marin Luther “Commentary on 1 Corinthians 7” 

 

A. An Ethical Reorientation  

Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him. 1 Corinthians 7:20 

One human being may not take the life of another; but God is free and does so. He does it 
through the offices of judge and executioner. To the judge God says, “If you do not kill and 
punish, you shall be punished”; for then the judge would fail his vocation. Man must not look on 
a woman to lust after her; but in the “station” which God instituted for the propagation of the 
race, God himself effects desire thereby. A minister must not condemn anyone; but the office of 
preaching does so. Gustaf Wingren “Luther on Vocation”  

 

B. Sinning Against Vocation  

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and 
the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof 
of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, and David 
sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam 
and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 1 Samuel 11:1-3 

Weber should have attended to Martin Luther, the true theologian of vocation. Weber 
acknowledges Luther’s seminal contribution, but then dismisses it and fails to explore what 
Luther and Lutherans taught on the subject. In the Lutheran tradition, the purpose of all 
vocations—which include our multiple callings in the family, the church, and the society, as well 
in the workplace—is to love and serve our neighbors. God himself providentially works through 
human beings in their diverse callings, and this is the outworking of their love for his creation. 
According to Luther and Lutheranism, the economic order is a vast network of loving and 
serving, giving and receiving, in which God is present and in which Christians live out their 
faith. This does not mean that self-interest is not in play or that economic activity can be 
motivated by sheer benevolence. The world is, indeed, governed by sin, as the fall contaminates 
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our best efforts and best intentions. And yet, even though the multitude of different actors in the 
economic order are pursuing their own interest, God is making them all meet the needs of other. 
And Christians, as their faith becomes active in love, can participate with God in his love of the 
world. Luther’s doctrine of vocation is profoundly ethical and it discloses the ethical depths and 
possibilities of economic life. Gene Edward Veith Jr. “Working for Our Neighbor”  

 

C. Masks of God 

And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. Philippians 
4:19 

God could easily give you grain and fruit without your plowing and planting. But He does not 
want to do so. . . . What else is all our work to God—whether in the fields, in the garden, in the 
city, in the house, in war, or in government—but just such a child’s performance, by which He 
wants to give His gifts in the fields, at home, and everywhere else? These are the masks of God, 
behind which He wants to remain concealed and do all things.” Martin Luther “Psalm 147” 

 

D. Virtue for the Sake of Virtue 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about 
such things. Philippians 4:8 

From this you will see that monasticizing and making spiritual regulations is all wrong in our 
time. For these people bind themselves before God to outward things from which God has made 
them free thus working against the freedom of faith and God’s order. On the other hand, where 
these people should be bound, namely, in their relations with other men and in serving everyman 
in love, there they make themselves free, serving no one and being of no use to anyone but 
themselves, thus working against love.  Martin Luther “Commentary on 1 Corinthians 7” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


